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Five Years of Excellent Outcomes for Georgia in     
Out-of-hospital Birth (2012-2017) 

This dataset includes 873 total planned community (home or birth center) births, with 
one set of twins (resulting in total 874 babies), compared with the overall US sample of 
64,488 planned community births (64,646 babies) which includes Georgia. 

Hospital Transfers
A hospital transfer can occur during labor (intrapartum) or after delivery (postpartum) for 
either non-emergent or emergent reasons. Georgia midwives have a slightly lower 
transfer rate than the overall rate for US, with only 10.5% of births resulting in a 
transport to the hospital during labor. Many of these are for epidural anesthesia or 
failure to progress and are non-emergent. 

Cesarean Deliveries
According to the CDC, Georgia’s overall cesarean delivery rate (CDR), regardless of 
birth location, was 34.2%. Planned community births for this same time period resulted 
in only 3.2% CDR for Georgia’s midwives. Georgia midwives also boast a 0% repeat 
cesarean rate for multiparas (women who have delivered before, in this case with a 
history of at least one vaginal birth and at least one previous cesarean). 
Multiparas (women who have delivered before) with only a history of cesarean delivery 
had a 21.1% CDR with Georgia midwives in community birth. Primiparas (women with 
no previous delivery) had the next highest CDR at only 8.5%

Deaths
There are no intrapartum (during labor) fetal, neonatal (after delivery), or maternal 
deaths in the Georgia sample.

Hospital Transfers gGA Only Overall US Sample

Intrapartum 92/873 (10.5%) 8,002/64,472 (12.4%)

Postpartum (maternal indication) 13,781 (1.7%) 1,547/56,517 (2.7%)

Neonatal 11/782 (1.4%) 1,012/56,601 (1.8%)

Cesarean gGA Only Overall US Sample

Multipara, history of cesarean only 4/19 (21.1%) 365/1,631 (22.4%)

Primiparas 20/236 (8.5%) 2,434/21,816 (11.2%)

Multipara, no history of cesarean 4/590 (0.7%) 351/39,102 (0.9%)

overall 28/873 (3.2%) 3,254/64,562 (5.0%)



Georgia Moms Deserve Midwives Support  HB 717 Georgia Licensed Midwife Act

Breastfeeding Rates
92.6% of babies were exclusively breastfed at 6 weeks of age when born in a 
community setting. In comparison, Georgia’s overall breastfeeding rate (regardless of 
place of delivery) is only 55.5% at 6 months. 

Birthweight and Gestational Age of Delivery
Rates of low birthweight and preterm delivery are key indicators of maternal and infant 
health. Preterm delivery (birth before 37 weeks) is contraindicated in the community 
birth setting, so there is no dataset on that point. Instead, we can look at the average 
gestational age (how long the baby was in the womb) and birthweight of babies born in 
community settings. 

According the the March of Dimes, 1 in 11 babies are low birthweight (LBW) in Georgia 
(regardless of delivery setting). This means 9.5% of Georgia babies weighed less than 
2500 grams (5 1/2 pounds). The rate of preterm delivery for the state of Georgia 
corresponds closely with the LBW, also with 1 in 11 babies born prematurely.  

For babies born in a community setting, the mean birthweight was 3,668 grams (8 lb 
1 oz) and the mean gestation age was 281.6 days (40 weeks 1 day). 5.5% of pregnancy 
persisted beyond 42 weeks (postdates) and 22.9% of babies weighed over 4,000 g (8 lb 
13 oz). 18 infants were missing birthweight in the Georgia sample. It is likely that these were intrapartum 
transfers and the community midwife did not have access to the hospital record of birthweight. 

Bovbjerg, M. (2019) Data for Georgia Jan 2019 Vo1.sps; 1217 data V26.sav; Prepared in response to a request by J. Vanderlaan.

Infant Feeding, at 6 weeks postpartum gGA Only Overall US Sample

exclusive breastfeeding 809/874 (92.6%) 60,284 (93.3%)

exclusive formula feeding 7/874 (0.7%) 740 (1.1%)

mixed 49/874 (5.6%) 2,920 (4.5%)

unknown 9/874 (1.0%) 702 (1.1%)

Birthweight and Gestational Age gGA Only Overall US Sample

birthweight (g)
mean (SD)
median (IQR)

3668 (471)
3657 (3345-3969)

3613 (471)
3600 (3289-3912)

gestational age (days)
mean (SD)
Median (IQR)

281.6 (8.1)
282 (277-287)

281.3 (8.1)
281 (277-287)

Postdates (n,%) 48/873 (5.5%) 2,57564,488 (4.0%)

macrosomia (n,%) 200/856 (22.9%) 12,383/63,778 (19.2%)
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About MANA Stats

MANA Stats is a project of the Division of Research of the Midwives Alliance of North 
America, an organization inclusive of all forms of midwifery.  Midwives Alliance midwives 
have been collecting their statistics for research purposes since the 1990s.  The MANA 
Statistics Project (MANA Stats) online data collection was launched in November 2004 
and continues today. 

The MANA Statistics Registry (MANA Stats) has gathered has over 24,000 records in 
the initial 2.0 dataset (2004-2009), with more than 15,000 records completed in the 
second 3.0 dataset (2009-2011). Over 1000 records are contributed monthly to our third 
dataset 4.0 via a state-of-the-art web-based electronic data collection system. As of 
June 2016 we passed 100,000 records in the combined datasets.

The overwhelming majority of the records represent planned homebirths or birth 
center births; around 12% of these mother-baby dyads transport to the hospital either 
during or immediately after labor.  The MANA Stats system has the capacity to capture 
information for all registered clients regardless of intended and actual place of birth, 
thereby facilitating research that uses an intention-to-treat model to study the 
effects of planned place of birth on outcomes.

For more information, please visit www.mana.org 

http://www.mana.org

